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Current Trends 


The Senate has confirmed the nominations of David Cook to be HUD Assistant 
Secretary for Housing Production and Mortgage Credit-FHA Commissioner. .. and Charles J. 
Orlebecke as Assistant Secretary for Policy Development and Research. 


The Labor Department has reported that unemployment in the construction trades 
was down in July... at a rate of 20.8 percent (939,000) compared to 21 percent in June and 
21.8 percent in May. This compares to 10.7 percent (467,000) in July 1974. The 
unemployment rate for all industries was 8.4 percent in July...down from 8.6 percent in 
June and 9.2 percent in May. 


Short-term interest yields on Treasury bills registered a sharp increase at the 
Treasury's weekly auction. Yields were the highest in 62 months. The average return on the 
13-week bills rose to 6.456 percent from 6.318 percent a week earlier. It was the highest 
since 6.678 percent January 13. The average return on the 26-week bills increased to 6.864 
percent from 6.719 percent at the prior sale and was the highest since 7.101 percent last 
December 27. 
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Housing News from the States 


The California Legislature has passed a bill providing for $950 million in low-interest 
State loans for low- and middle-income families who cannot afford housing without help. 
The legislation calls for $450 million in State revenue bonds and $500 million in general 
obligation bonds...and requires voter approval at the November 1976 election. Interest 
charges for home purchasers would be 2 percent less than prevailing rates. ..and downpay 
ments would be less than conventional loans. 


In lowa...the Legislature has voted to establish a State Housing Finance 
Authority... which could issue up to $100 million of tax-exempt notes and bonds. The 
bonds would be secured by reserve funds, and there would be a “moral obligation” on the 
part of the State to repay them. Under the plan. ..both rural and urban homeownership 
would be encouraged by State participation in loans to prospective purchasers and revolving 
funds to supplement existing arrangements. 


Michigan would allow its cities to increase taxes by up to 2 mills (1 mill in Detroit) 
and create Downtown Development Authorities to oversee renovation of Central Business 
Districts. It would also encourage the preservation of historic buildings and the cleaning up 
of rundown areas in the municipalities. 


The Indiana State Legislature has passed a bill authorizing the State Department of 
Public Welfare to contract with local public, private, and nonprofit agencies for the purpose 
of providing social services to low- and moderate-income families. This will enable Local 
Housing Authorities throughout Indiana to apply to be Service Providers and take advantage 
of the HUD/HEW agreement under which HEW grants $3.00 for every $1.00 LHAs can 
contribute for social services. 





Comments Invited on Settlement Rules 


On page 32370 of the August 1 Federal Register... HUD announced it was 
considering amending the Regulations which implement Sections 4, 5 and 6 of the Real 
Estate Settlement Procedures Act of 1974 (RESPA). The amendments to Part 82 of Title 24 
of the Code of Federal Regulations (Regulation X) would make any changes or additions 
which may be appropriate and desirable to clarify and improve the implementation of 
Sections 4, 5, and 6 of RESPA. 


Interested persons are invited to participate in the making of the proposed rule by 
submitting written views and data. Communications should be identified by Docket Number 
N-75-402... Real Estate Settlement Procedures...and should be filed with the Rules 
Docket Clerk, Office of General Counsel, Room 10245, HUD, 451 7th St., S.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20410. All relevant materials received on or before September 30, 1975, will be 
considered before taking action on the proposed rule. Copies of comments submitted will be 
available for public inspection during normal business hours at the above address. 
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Alaska Housing Study Begins 


A $389,000 HUD study of the special housing needs of Alaska natives in remote 
areas of the State will be explored by the Seattle firm of Naramore, Bain, Brady and 
Johnson. The project will identify and evaluate native housing problems and recommend new 
ways to provide housing and community facilities better suited to the cultural and economic 
needs of villagers in isolated areas. 

This could involve variations in housing design, construction agreements, and financ- 
ing needs to meet the unique conditions of material shortages, isolation, and labor supply, as 
well as extreme weather conditions. 

Quality of housing in Alaska is among the poorest in the Nation because of these 
conditions. Alaska natives suffer most from poor housing conditions within the State. 


The project will run for 19 months. 
* 
$300,000 Public Housing Crop 


Almost % million square feet of public housing land is being cultivated by some 
2,500 residents in Chicago Housing Authority’s 1975 Garden Program. 


Under cultivation are 1,215 individual and group plots. Of that number, 656 (54 
percent) are in vegetables... 316 (26 percent in flowers)... and 243 (20 percent) in both. 
Vegetables are being grown on some 441,000 sq. ft. (89 percent of the land in the program) 
while flowers cover the balance of 53,000 sq. ft. 


In 1974, 2,000 residents cultivated 250,000 sq. ft. on 500 plots. In terms of amount 
of land being used. . . the program has doubled in size since last year. 


The program...now in its third year...is aimed at lowering resident food costs, 
encouraging community pride and neighborliness, providing a source of fresh vegetables and 
beautitul flowers, and giving residents an opportunity to enjoy fresh air and exercise. 


Four gardening workshops have been held so far through the joint efforts of CHA 
staff and a resident steering committee. (Canning and freezing demonstrations will be held as 
harvest time draws near.) 

The vegetable crop will have an estimated value of $309,288 (based on successive 
plantings). 

Last year’s garden program took the form of a competition. This year, competition 
was made optional and some 1,000 individuals registered for the contest. Awards will be 
made in September. 





FYI 


International Association of Assessing Officers... Annual Convention. .. Washington, 
D.C., September 14-17. Details: JAAO, 1313 E. 60th St., Chicago, Mlinois (312/947-2069). 


National Association of Home Builders... Registered Apartment Manager Semi- 
nar... Los Angeles, September 16-18. Details: Department of Seminars and Workshops, 
NAHB, 15 & M Sts., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005. 


American Public Works Association. .. Annual Convention. .. New Orleans, September 
20-25. Details: APWA, 1313 E. 60th St., Chicago, Illinois 60637 (312/947-2520) 


National Endowment for the Arts. ..Cosponsored by the Conservation Foundation of 
Washington, D.C., the State of New York, and the New York City Landmarks Preservation: 
Commission. .. Conference on Neighborhood Conservation, New York City, September 
24-26. Will explore issues and methods of urban neighborhood revitalization. .. and bring 
together leaders in government, business, planning, design, and social action to investigate 
methods for conserving old city neighborhoods of special architectural and cultural character. 
For further information: Benjamin Ruhe, National Endowment for the Arts, 2401 E St., 


N.W., Washington, D.C. 20506 (202/634-6034). 
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President Endorses Design Assembly 


The first Federal Regional Design Assembly/Western States is planned for Denver on 
October 30-31. The conference is expected to draw more than 300 Federal administrators, 
senior-level Federal personnel, State government officials, State cultural representatives, and 
design professionals. 


The Assembly follows two earlier sessions in Washington which were limited to 
Federal design administrators. The Denver meeting is intended to increase the understanding 
of administrators at all government levels of how design can serve them as a prime 
management resource. In a recent statement endorsing the Western States Assembly, 
President Ford said: “I am confident that this regional meeting will help Federal and State 
government officials understand more clearly the significance of design as an element of good 
management.”’ 


Government officials and leading design professionals will discuss programs and case 
studies showing how design can help achieve management objectives of economy, efficiency, 
and enhanced communication. The Assembly is sponsored by the National Endowment for 
the Arts, with assistance from the General Services Administration and the Department of 
the Interior. 

While attendance at the Assembly is generally by invitation to public officials, 
professionals not employed by governmental agencies will be permitted to attend up to the 
capacity of meeting facilities. Those interested may address their requests to Ms. Joan 
Shantz, National Endowment for the Arts, Washington, D.C. 20506 (202/634-4286). 
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Publications Available 


Publications Catalog 1975-1976... The Urban Institute. A listing of books, reports, 
and papers published by the Institute. Available free from UJ, 2100 M St., N.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20037. 


Barrier Free Site Design... Research studies conducted by the American Society of 
Landscape Architects Foundation under a HUD grant... regarding convenient access to the 


outdoor environment. For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D.C. 
20402. Price $2.30. 


In the Bank... or Up the Chimney. A dollars-and-cents guide to energy-saving home 
improvements. Prepared by Abt Associates of Cambridge, Mass., under a contract with HUD’s 
Office of Policy Development and Research. For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, 
Washington, D.C. 20402. Price $1.70. 





Sensible Growth Design and Planning Award 


The National Association of Home Builders and Better Homes and Gardens Magazine 
are the co-sponsors of a Sensible Growth Design and Planning Award. The competition is 
designed to recognize outstanding entries exemplifying sensible growth. The judges will make 
their decisions based upon a project’s demonstrated concern for the people, the environment, 
good planning and design practices, and market acceptance. 


The program is open to builders, developers, architects, planners, and engineers 
throughout the United States and Puerto Rico. To qualify, construction on projects entered 
must have been begun after January 1, 1972. Awards will be presented at the NAHB 32nd 
Annual Convention-Exposition, Dallas, Texas, January 18-22, 1976. 


There are five categories of entries and there is no limit of the number of entries each 
contestant may submit. 


Grand Awards and Awards of Merit will be awarded to worthy entries in each 
category as determined by the judges. Handsome plaques will be presented in the name of 
the project to the principal members of the development team producing the winning entries 
at the Sensible Growth Awards Breakfast sponsored by Better Homes and Gardens Magazine 
at the NAHB Convention in January. 


Winning entries will be displayed at the Convention and featured in issues of Better 
Homes and Gardens and NAHB Journal-Scope. Both national and local publicity will be 
arranged. 


Entry portfolios containing entries must be postmarked by October 3, 1975. A check 
for $35 for each entry is required. Further details may be obtained from NAHB, Sensible 
Growth Awards, National Housing Center, 15th & M Sts., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20065. 
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